Ebananas,

The truth about the banana in&ustrg

and what you can do to help change it




Chiquita Pananas Not so Sweet

Cl‘liquita is the world’s Icacling suPPlicr of bananas. In c]oing a little research on the
banana industrﬂ | began with their website. Reading over Chiquita’s core values might give
you new hoPc for the business world. Chiciuita’s stated core values include iﬂtegritg,
respect, OPPortunitg, and responsibi]i’cg.i [However, a closer look at Chiquita tells another

sto ry.

l"listorg in Guatemala

In the 19505 Chiquita Bananas, then the (Inited Fruit Company, owned a huge
portion of land in (Guatemala. |n fact it controlled about 60% of the banana and Pincapplc
trade worldwide. T he newly elected Arbenz government in (Guatemala was elected under
the promise of remedying the unequal land distribution. |n 1945 over cighty percent of the
population was rural yet 2.2% of the populace controlled 70% of the land while using only

12%.

In Purchasing back the land for redistribution, the Arbenz government based the price
of land to be purchased back for redistribution on what the company had declared its value
of unused land at during tax time. T he (nited ["ruit Company had undervalued it’s land,
paying less than it was worth in taxes. Peing much larger than the (Guatemalan government,
they began a lobbying campaign to remove the elected government, eventually gaining a

hearing with US President [~ isenhower and the CJA. CJA agent [Howard [Hunt later
felt bctragec‘ saying, “Hcg, you know, J'm working for the Unitccl States, |'m not a hireling

for ( |nited Fruit.”™



This connections between the (/lnited I ruit Company and the us government ran

deep. Secretarg of State John [Toster Dulles ran a law firm that represented the (nited
I ruit Compang. [His brother Auen was director of the (CJA. Assistant Secretarg of
State for the ]nter~American Agairs Jol‘m Moors Cabot was the former President of the

(nited [ruit Compang.
C]A documents released in 1997 disclosed direct American support for the militarg

coup that would toPP]e the new democracg. ]:rom the 1950s to the 1990s the US

suPPor‘ccd a series of (Guatemalan militarg rulers that are rcsPonsiblc for 140,000 to

250,000 deaths.' " f:or Fortg years we armed this tyrant
state with on]g a brief interlude during the (Carter

administration. Bx” C]inton, in 1999, made an official

aPologg for u5 suPPort of the

) Guatemalan militarg.v

The Political control of the Urxitec] Fruit Compang, Dole and other major Plagers led

to much of | atin America bcing coined the banana rePublic, a term that csscntia”ﬂ

recognizcc] the Politica] instabilitg created }33 the small group of elite resPonsible for the fruit
trade in Guatemala, [Honduras, Belize, El Salvador and Nicaragua.

Same ComPang, Different Name: [From the Unitccl I ruit ComPang

of chtcrdag to Chiquita Today

In 1997 three (_osta Rican workers were not warned about lcumigation and were

l‘narvesting bananas when they became sick and nauseous. One went to
the hospita! where he remained on an |V driP for a few hours. Another
reportcc{ the incident to his suPeriors and was sent home. One of the
workers rcPorted to work the next dag, and the nausea returned. He

was forced to stay. Two of the men rcPortcd the incident to Chiquita.

Theg were fired.




Chiquita rcgularlg intimidates workers using Privatc militia as well as carclcsslg and

dangcrouslg using Pesticic]es.vi In the same year Chiquita was fined $25 million by the

(nited States Justice Dcl:)artmcnt for its ties to (Columbian Paramilitarg g,roups.Vi

Bcgond Chiquita

Bananas are the world’s most Popular fruit. f:armcr Priccs for bananas can be as low

as six cents a Pound, which in | cuador can translate into many workers bcing Paid around
one dollar a dag. Panana Plantations in Central America applg around 30 kg of active

Pcsticide per hectare, ten times the average of industrial agriculturc in industrialized

countries. Many of these chemicals are considered extremclg toxic to humans."”

chond Pananas

Jtis urncortunately true that rather than being an exception, bananas represent the rule
in international business. [rom child tragicking in chocolatc, to sweat shops, to blood
diamonds Fue”ing ongoing wars in Congo and oil in ]raq, it is time to recognize the blood on

our hands. ]t is time to consume in ways that foster real Prospcrity and peace.

i httpy//www.chiquita.com/CorporateCommitment/Core\alues.aspx

i Stanley, Diane (1994). [For the Record: (nited [Fruit Company's Sixty-Six Years in Guatemala. Centro |mpresor Piedra Santa, p. 179.

i httpy//www.cnn.com/SFE CJALS coldwar/episodes,/ 18 /interviews,/hunt/

iv http,//www.consortiumnews.com/archive,/story8.html

v Babington, Charles (March 11, 1999). "Clinton: Support for Guatemala Was Wrong?, Washington Post, pp. Page A1. Retrieved on 2006-12-26.
vihttp;//www.peuples-solidaires.org/articleso 1 html

vii Matt Apuzzo, Associated Press writer, Chiquita to Pay $25M Fine in T error Case, ABC News, 15 March 2007

viii http;//www fairtradetoronto.com/pdf_files/banana_fact_sheets.pdf



Worlc} Hunger Rc]ic{: and [T air Trac]c

Sustainahle Farming is more than nutrition and Practices for growing Foocl, but a balance

between making food affordable while also Paying farmers cnough to sustain a hcalthy
standard of ]iving. Thatis whg World Hunger Relief is involved in trade Po]icg and running a

Fair trac{e store at thc Farm.

When all trade regu]ation is stripped away under free trade, the onlg thing left to

determine what we bug is qualitg of Procluct and Price. The comPanies who are more
Promcitab]c are large]g the comPanics that skimp on costs of Production, making their Product
Cheaper‘ Successful comPanics gcncra”g skimP on worker wages, raise work hours and
disrcgard the environment. Emplogment is moving to Places like (China where there are less
human rights. Correspondinglg) deficits for developed counties with goocl labor laws are

growing under free trade.

Legislativelg, this is not to

disrcgard a need for a markct, but
to suggest that, as countries, we
need to rcgulate the market to

ensure highcr tradc standards and

balanced budgets. Just as rules in

sPor’cs ensure healthy
comPetitions, so can rules in trade offer comPetition around strong minimum wages, benefits,

etc. ]t is your right to have a say in these rules as a citizen.

As individuals we need to consume {:airlg traded Products. [air trade is a socia”g,

environmenta”y, and economica”y sustainable alternative. [Tair trade might cost more, but for
most of us getting enough is not the question, but rather cnjoying what we have and

acquiring what we consume in ways that bringjustice and peace into our world.



50 WhCl’C C!O I gO FI’OIT] l‘!Cf’C:

i. SUPPorl: Local and National business
2. Support CooPcrativcs and (nion Made
3. 5uPPort Fair T rade

"r.SUPPort Micro-Credit as a way of c]eve]oping small businesses rather than

international CorPorations. Flease visit www.kiva,org & www.gramecmcounc{ation.org

5. Sign our Petition for fair trade bananas at HE_B (ommit to pay up to 99 cents/lb for

fair trade bananas in trging to encourage HEB to carry fair trade bananas.

6. Rccognize that from banana wars to oil wars, things have not changed. Hahc your tax
dollars are sPent on the militarg, Tl‘nc US spcnds more than the rest of the world
combined on the mi]itarg. T he best way to keep America safe is to stop {:ue”ing hatred.

The best way to support your troops is to bring them home.

7. SUPPort fairer trade lcgislation and highcr labor standards as an alternative to free
trade with your vote. You can have the market while comPeting between agreed on living

wages, environmental standar&s, etc.

8. SUPPort |nternational law and institutions with your vote and demand it of your
Lcaclcrs. Part of bcing a democratic nation and supporting dcmocracy worldwide is
bcing a nation among other nations }33 respecting international democratic oPinion and

]aw.

9. Fina”g advocate for Publiclg funded elections. [t would cost a dollar a person to have
elections funded Publicly. Kight now theg are funded !’_73 your corPorations and so theg
answer to them, and not you. All it would take to have a President and COﬂgrcss that

answer to you is one dollar.

0. Jalkto your neighbor about fair tradel!



I air Tradc in Waco

Thc \/i”age Store at Worlcl Hungcr Relimc

-Coﬁcec, Tea (loosc leaf and baggcd), clﬁocolate, cocoa, almon&sj cranberrics, as well as a varic’cg of

kitchen and housewares, clothing, handmade ar‘cwork, bags, scarves, jewe!rg, and instruments, etc.

356 Spring | ake Rd, 254-799-5611, OPcn 9-5 Mon-{"r, Hat 10-3

Thc World CUP Calcé

~Co1cxcecj and a varietg of kitchen and house wares, clot!ning, handmade artwork bags, scarves, andjewe]rg.
Corncr of 1 5th and Colcord, 254-757-1548 Opcn 7-5 Mon-[ri

HE B (Wooded Acres)
~Co1cxcec, Tea (loose leaf and }Jaggccl)j Dr Brormer’s Soap, Sugar, Molasses as well as some Wor]d of
Gooc{ Handcra}c’ts.

Drug Emporium
~C01C1Cee, Tea (baggec! and in liquid concentrate for C!‘xai Latte’s), chocolate Cl‘liPS, \/ani“a, Sugar, Dr
Bronner’s Soap <ﬁ9OO Bosque Blvd)

Connor Hea]tl'x Fooc‘s ]nc
—-Dr Brormer’s Soap, Sugarj and Tea. (2625 W Waco Dr)

Wal~Mar‘t
- Cogee

LOOK FOR THESE FAIR TRADE SYMBOLS

FAIR TRADE

R

=

ORGANIZATION

IFAT = THE INTERRATIONAL
FAIR TRADE ASSOCIATION

FAIRTRADE




