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Security and Political Environment 
 
The security situation in northern Haiti remains volatile.  Armed robbery continues to be 
a problem on the route from Cap Haitian to Ouanaminthe, and there is some indication 
that the police are increasingly involved in these incidents.  In the capital of Port-au-
Prince, however, security has improved somewhat.  Three of the most infamous of the 
instigators of kidnappings and extortion over the past year were captured and/or killed by 
UN and Haitian forces.  In their absence, these problems have diminished somewhat. 
 
Elections are scheduled for November to select a new President and legislature.  I fully 
expected to find a largely cynical attitude on the part of most Haitians regarding the 
potential of a meaningful democratic process.  However, many people expressed hope 
that the elections may bring some change and stability.  There are currently 32 
presidential candidates including former President Preval, former army commander (and 
the force behind uprisings leading to Aristide's ouster) Guy Phillipe, and Marc Bazin 
(formerly portrayed as a puppet of the U.S. but now running as candidate for a faction of 
Aristide's Lavalas party).  One significant sign of hope is the presence of the MPP, an old 
and powerful peasant organization which has avoided direct involvement prior to this 
election, but has now fielded a full  slate of candidates.  For any elected government, the 
challenges of reigning in armed factions and reviving a devastated economy will be 
immense.  However, the presence of groups such as MPP may be interpreted as a sign 
that these elections should be taken seriously. 
 
Ferrier visit 
 
The on-going land dispute colored most conversations I had during my visit.  The entire 
town seems aware of the situation, and many assume that WHR-Haiti's days are done.  
Others apparently interpreted my presence to mean we were ready to drop a pile of cash 
to resolve the situation.  In this context, I felt it was important for me to keep a low 
profile, and thus I did not attempt some of the contacts I had planned on making.   
 
WHR-Haiti President, Jackson Nelson, seems amazingly cool despite the pressure on 
him.  The previous Tuesday he met with the Judge who mandated that Maurel Lamour 
appear in person or appoint a legal representative, and Thursday, Jackson's attorney 
reported Lamour had chosen a Ft. Liberty attorney to represent him.  On Monday, Oct 3, 
Jackson is to meet with this person for negotiations to begin in earnest.   
 
The primary school, College de l'Avenier de Ferrier (CAF), is meeting in two local 
houses owned by Jackson and his brother.  We are hopeful that the Judge will allow the 
school building to reopened pending settlement of the land dispute.  Enrollment is lower 
than last year, partly due to the rumor that WHR-Haiti is defunct, and partly due to a lack 
of money for fees and uniforms.  Fees were increased this year in order to work toward a 



more sustainable support structure.  
Practical agricultural education is 
planned for grades 2-6 on land owned by 
Jackson.   
 
Etta Pascucci joined me for a discussion 
with Jackson on reporting procedures.  
We completed a quarterly report for 
July-Sept, 2005, and Jackson plans to 
work with Etta to continue submitting 
quarterly reports in a timely manner as 
requested by the International Programs 
Committee.  We also discussed financial 

accounting and reporting procedures, and 
Jackson is willing to work out better procedures in this area, but he clearly needs more 
training before we can realistically expect full reporting.  Etta and I will work with him 
toward this end. 
 
I discussed with Jackson and Emile Augustin, the importance of broadening WHR-H 
membership.  Jackson has been thinking about potential new members, and offered to 
convene a meeting of several people.  I advised against this, however, do to concerns that 
a meeting of town leaders might start rumors at a delicate time for negotiations over the 
land dispute.  In stead, Jackson will begin approaching these individuals informally once 
the land dispute is settled.  He will also contact Maurice Laroche, the 3rd living WHR-H 
member and a businessman in Cap Haitien.   
 
While I mentioned our wish to hold a participatory 
evaluation this winter, I decided to postpone 
actually identifying and recruiting evaluation 
participants. Once again, my concern was that my 
visiting publicly with local leaders would be 
misconstrued by those close to Maurice Lauroche 
and hinder quick settlement of the land dispute.   
 
Before and after my time in Ferrier, I stayed with 
Micah and Etta Pascucci who are serving as 
Mennonite Central Committee volunteers in 
Milot.  Etta is working with an Elephantiasis 
eradication project, though their Gates Foundation 
funding is currently in limbo, and most project 
activities have been suspended for the time being.  
Micah is currently exploring several work 
possibilities including researching and 
documenting Haitian refugee/U.S. Coast Guard 
issues.  Pascucci's face significant stresses as 
they adjust to their new lives in small-town Haiti.  

Primary School meeting in J. Nelson house

Pascucci's at home in Milot 



They merit our prayers in the coming months. 
 
The Ecole Moyen de l'Agriculture Maribarou (EMAM) has not met this fall, largely due 
to discouragement of the teachers who worked all last year without pay.  I had questions 
about the viability of this effort from the beginning, and am actually surprised they 
continued as long as they did.  Although I'm not inclined to put effort into reviving this 
venture, the teachers who worked selflessly to get it going may be a resource for future 
WHR-Haiti agricultural efforts. 
 
Summary 
 
In contrast to my trip report of 10 months ago, the national scene has stabilized somewhat 
while the situation in Ferrier is marked by uncertainty.  WHR-Haiti will clearly need to 
make some significant adjustments regardless of how the land dispute is settled.  In light 
of this, the participatory evaluation scheduled for early next year could hardly be more 
timely. 


